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El Salvador: September Chronology Of Events On
Preparations For 1988 Elections, Party Conflicts
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Friday, November 13, 1987
The following report is a chronological summary of incidents recorded by media sources in El
Salvador throughout September. [Source: El Rescate, Los Angeles, Calif.] Sept. 2: Media reports
that registration for 1988 National Assembly and mayoral elections closes on Sept. 19. New electoral
identification cards will be issued beginning Oct. 1, and elections are tentatively scheduled for
March 20, 1988. Central Election Council estimates that two million citizens will cast ballots. (El
Mundo, 9/2/87) Sept. 4: Head of Central Election Council, Dr. Mario Samayoa, warns citizens that if
they do not register, sanctions will be implemented. Sanctions are to include prohibition on cashing
checks, application for public employment, use of public notaries, or receipt of passports. (Diario de
Hoy, 9/5/87) Sept. 6: Christian Democrat Party's (PDC) internal problems become public as party
holds local assembly in Ilobasco to elect representatives. Fighting breaks out between supporters
of Juilo Rey Prendes and Fidel Chavez Mena. Alfredo Barrera Panameno (Chavez Mena supporter)
is killed by a bodyguard of a member of the Rey Prendes faction. (El Mundo, 9/7/87) AGEMHA
(Association of Employees of the Treasury Ministry) announces its decision to participate in the
electoral process "in order to answer the accusations that we obey a communist line." AGEMHA,
a member of the National Union of Salvadoran Workers (UNTS), will form an "electoral alliance"
with the PSD or PCN (National Conciliation Party). (La Prensa Grafica, 9/6/87) According to party
spokespersons, PAISA (Authentic Institutional Salvadoran Party) will dissolve and incorporate its
members into ARENA (Republican National Alliance). ARENA has announced that it will not form
a coalition with any other party. (La Prensa Grafica, 9/6/87) Sept. 7: PDC convention in Guazapa
reports problems as Rey Prendes supporters refuse to allow Chavez Mena faction to enter the
meeting hall and participate in the election of local party officials. (La Prensa Grafica, 9/8/87) Sept. 8:
Sixteen officers of the Liberation Party in Sonsonante resign, charging that the party "is financed by
a foreign power" and that party leader Hugo Barrera is "an absolute monarch." (El Mundo, 9/9/87)
Sept. 11: Aquilino Duarte, nephew of President Jose Napoleon Duarte is appointed to a high position
in Central Reserve Bank. Ricard Escamilla, a Duarte son-in-law has been given the position of vice
president of the INSINCA factory. PDC dissidents issue protest against the president's nepotism
practices. (Diario de Hoy, 9/22/87) Sept. 17: PCN Deputy Hugo Carrillo proposes across-the-board
salary increase of 300 colons for all state employees. PDC Deputy Atilio Vieytez argues that it would
mean an increase in the budget of 600 million colons. He asks, "Where would it come from?" Other
PDC deputies accuse Carrillo of making the proposal "to look for support with the UNTS" (National
Salvadoran Workers Union). (El Mundo, 9/18/87) Sept. 19: PCN leader Dr. Rafael Moran Castaneda
indicates that UNTS members may run for office in the March 1988 elections on the the PCN ticket.
(El Mundo, 9/19/87) Sept. 20: Problems are reported during the PDC municipal convention in Apopa
as the Fidel Chavez-Mena faction is "locked out," and not allowed to participate in voting. Local
officials are elected with 83 votes. According to Chavez-Mena supporters, double that number were
not allowed to vote. (El Mundo, 9/22/87) Sept. 27: Fighting breaks out at PDC party convention in
Mejicanos as Chavez-Mena supporters are not allowed to vote. (Diario de Hoy, 9/29/87)
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